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UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON OUTGROWS PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES CENTER, 
$25.3 MILLION MODERN FITNESS CENTER TO BE BUILT ON FOUNDERS FIELD 
DAYTON, Ohio- The University of Dayton will break ground this spring on a modern 
$25.3 million fitness and recreation complex that will be more than twice the size of the nearly 30-
year-old physical activities center (PAC) currently on campus and serve a growing number of 
health-conscious students, faculty and staff. 
Nicknamed RecPlex, the fitness center is part of the University of Dayton's master plan to 
revitalize student facilities on the highly residential campus, according to Daniel J. Curran, 
president. "We're building modern facilities, including a new residence hall and ArtStreet, that 
will allow us to provide students with a superior learning and living environment and to compete 
for top students," he said. 
Construction begins in May, with completion slated for January 2006. It will be located on 
Founders Field next to a new $21 million residence hall that will open in the fall. 
The Student Government Association unanimously passed a resolution Jan. 11 supporting 
the construction of RecPlex, which will be funded through user fees. "It will add to the 'power of 
the student experience' at the University of Dayton and provide a wonderful place for students to 
gather for any variety of reasons such as to exercise, compete in intramurals, or study for a class," 
read the SGA resolution presented to the board of trustees. "We have been involved in every 
aspect of the planning and design process, and students' concerns have been incorporated where 
possible .... We understand the financial impact of the fitness and recreation complex to our cost 
of attendance and we can speak for the student body when we say we consider it well worth it." 
Students, faculty and staff participated in a series of planning workshops that helped 
architectural consultants Hastings and Chivetta and local architect Edge and Tinney draw up 
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design plans for RecPlex. As proposed, the 125,470 square-foot, three-story brick center would 
include classrooms; courts for basketball, volleyball, sand volleyball, racquetball, floor hockey, 
lacrosse, tennis and other activities; a climbing wall; eight-lane natatorium; whirlpool; an elevated 
indoor track; aerobics and cardiovascular rooms; locker rooms; and a lounge and juice bar. 
Classes for health and sport science majors also will be held in the building. 
The facility will replace UD's 55,000 square-foot physical activities center and require the 
relocation of the softball field to the new athletics complex near UD Arena. 
"This will be a state-of-the-art facility," said Billy Mayo, director of recreational sports 
who oversaw the construction of the $1.25 million PAC in 1976. "This will put us on a level 
playing field with other schools." 
The St. Louis-based Hastings and Chivetta specializes in higher education facilities and 
has designed student recreation facilities at a number of universities across the cotmtry, including 
Duke, Loyola, Case Western Reserve University and Kent State. Local consultants on the project 
include Heapy Engineering, Shell & Meyer Associates Inc. and Lockwood, Jones and Beal Inc. 
"It's a growing trend on college campuses to build new fitness and recreation complexes for 
students and staff," said Dennis Lammert, project manager for Hastings and Chivetta. "RecPlex 
will promote health and fitness throughout the various venues in the building, be a great addition 
to the UD campus and aid in the recruitment and retention of students." 
RecPlex is part of UD's plan to build or modernize student facilities on the historic 
campus. Two residential facilities that mix living and learning will open in August 2004. A 
residence hall, which will house 400 first- and second-year students and include classrooms, 
conference rooms, campus ministry offices, bookstore, post office, food emporium and free-
standing chapel, is being built on Founders Field. At the same time, UD is constructing the first 
phase of ArtStreet, an innovative housing and arts education complex near the McGinnis Center in 
the student neighborhood. Completion of the $9 million first phase of the project has been moved 
up a year. ArtStreet will include six two-story townhouses and five loft apartments, sitting above 
performance spaces and artist studios. 
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For media interview, contact Rick Perales, executive director of facilities management, at 
(937) 229-4339; Billy Mayo, director of recreational sports, at (937) 229-2731; Nick Beck, 
president of the Student Government Association, at (937) 229-4444; and Chris Chivetta or 
Dennis Lammert at Hastings and Chivetta at (314) 863-5717. 
